
SOUTH CAROLINA  (Maps were digitized using 1994 DOQQs)

Unit SC-1:  Waites Island-North. 75 ha (186 ac) in Horry County.  
This unit includes the northern tip of Waites Island from the MLLW at Little River Inlet

and runs west along the Atlantic Ocean shoreline 2.0 km (1.25 mi) and includes land from the
MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the
constituent elements no longer occur.  The unit continues north and west of Little River Inlet
stopping at Sheephead Creek, including land from MLLW to dense vegetation line.  The majority
of the unit is privately owned.

Unit SC-2: Waites Island-South. 58 ha (142 ac) in Horry County.  
This unit includes the southern tip of Waites Island from the MLLW at Hog Inlet and runs

east along the Atlantic Ocean shoreline 0.80 km (0.50 mi) and includes MLLW to where densely
vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements no
longer occur.  It continues north and west of the Hog inlet, stopping at the first major tributary. 
Critical habitat includes from MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping
plover, begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur.  Emerging sandbars within
Hog Inlet and adjacent to the tip if eastern Cherry Grove Beach are also included from MLLW to
where densely vegetated habitat or developed structures, not used by the piping plover, begins and
where the constituent elements no longer occur.  The majority of this unit is privately owned.   

Unit SC-3:  Murrells Inlet/Huntington Beach. 135 ha (334 ac) in Georgetown County.  
The majority of the unit is within Huntington Beach State Park.  This unit extends from the

southern tip of Garden City Beach, just south of the groins (a rigid structure or structures built out
from a shore to protect the shore from erosion or to trap sand) north of Murrells Inlet from MLLW
to where densely vegetated habitat or developed structures, not used by the piping plover, begins
and where the constituent elements no longer occur  stopping perpendicular with the southern end
of Inlet Point Drive.  In includes from MLLW south of Murrells Inlet to the northern edge of North
Litchfield Beach approximately 4.5 km (3.0 mi).  The unit includes the MLLW from the Atlantic
Ocean up to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the
constituent elements no longer occur.  The lagoon at the north end of Huntington Beach State Park
is also included.

Unit SC-4:  Litchfield. 11 ha (28 ac) in Georgetown County.  
This unit includes the southern tip of Litchfield Beach beginning 0.50 km (0.30 mi) north

of Midway Inlet and stopping at the MLLW at Midway Inlet.  It includes from the MLLW on the
Atlantic Ocean shoreline across and including land to the MLLW on the back bayside.  This unit is
mostly privately owned.

Unit SC-5:  North Inlet. 99 ha (245 ac) in Georgetown County.  
The majority of the unit is within Tom Yawley Wildlife Center Heritage Preserve.  This

unit extends from MLLW to 1.0 km (.62 mi) north of North Inlet on Debidue Beach.  It includes
shoreline on the Atlantic Ocean from MLLW to the MLLW on the western side of the peninsula. 
This unit also includes from the MLLW south of North Inlet 1.6 km (1.0 mi).  It includes the
shoreline on the Atlantic Ocean from MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the



piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur.  It includes shoreline
running south and west of the inlet from the MLLW stopping at the MLLW at the first large
tributary (no name).

Unit SC-6:  North Santee Bay Inlet. 305 ha (753 ac) in Georgetown County.  
The majority of the unit is within the Tom Yawley Wildlife Center Heritage Preserve and

the Santee-Delta Wildlife Management Area.  This unit is at the North Santee Bay inlet and
includes lands of South Island, Santee Point, Cedar Island, and all of North Santee Sandbar.  This
unit includes from MLLW at North Santee Bay Inlet running north along the Atlantic Ocean side
of South Island 7.2 km (4.5 mi), stopping 0.60 km (0.4 mi) north of an unnamed inlet.  It includes
areas from MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and
where the constituent elements no longer occur.  This unit includes the eastern side of Cedar Island
adjacent to the North Santee Bay Inlet from MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used
by the piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur.  All of North
Santee Sandbar to MLLW is included.

Unit SC-7:  Cape Romain. 315 ha (777 ac) in Charleston County.  
The majority of the unit is within Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge.  This unit

includes the MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and
where the constituent elements no longer occur on the southern and southeastern most 1.9 km (1.2
mi) portion of Cape Island, the southernmost portion of Lighthouse Island from MLLW to where
densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements
no longer occur, all of Lighthouse Island South to MLLW, and the southern side of the far eastern
tip of Raccoon Key from MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping
plover, begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur.

Unit SC-8:  Bull Island. 134 ha (332 ac)  in Charleston County.  
The majority of the unit is within Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge and land owned

by the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.  This unit includes from Schooner Creek
on north and south of the river to north of Price’s Inlet on the southern portion of Bull Island along
the Atlantic Ocean 1.6 km (1.0 mi) and south of Price’s Inlet on the  northeast tip of Capers Island
Heritage Preserve 1.4 km (.86 mi) along the Atlantic Ocean.  All areas begin at MLLW and
extend to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the
constituent elements no longer occur.

Unit SC-9:  Stono Inlet. 495 ha (1223 ac)  in Charleston County.  
Most of this unit is privately owned.  It includes the eastern end of Kiawah Island

(approximately 4.0 km (2.5 mi)) from MLLW on Atlantic Ocean running north to MLLW on first
large tributary connecting east of Bass Creek running northeast into Stono River.  It includes
MLLW up to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where
the constituent elements no longer occur along Stono Inlet and River.  All of Bird Key-Stono
Heritage Preserve and all of Skimmer Flats to MLLW are included.  The Golf course and densely
vegetated areas are not included.

Unit SC-10:  Seabrook Island.  117 ha (290 ac) in Charleston County.  



This unit runs from just 0.16 km (0.10 mi) north of Captain Sams Inlet to the southwest
approximately 3.4 km (2.1 mi) along the Atlantic Ocean shoreline.  It includes land areas from the
MLLW on the Atlantic Ocean to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover,
begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur.  Most of this unit is privately owned.

Unit SC-11:  Deveaux Bank. 130 ha (322 ac) in Charleston County.  
The entire unit is within Deveaux Bank Heritage Preserve.  This unit includes all of

Deveaux Island to the MLLW and is State-owned.

Unit SC-12:  Otter Island. 68 ha (169 ac) in Colleton County.  
The majority of the unit is within St. Helena Sound Heritage Preserve.  This unit includes

the southern portion of Otter Island to the eastern mouth of Otter Creek.  It includes the MLLW to
where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the constituent
elements no longer occur.  The entire unit is State-owned.

Unit SC-13:  Harbor Island. 50 ha (122 ac) in Beaufort County.  
The majority of the unit is State-owned.  This unit extends from the northeastern tip of

Harbor Island and includes all of Harbor Spit.  It begins at the shoreline east of Cedar Reef Drive
running south, stopping at the mouth of Johnson Creek.  It includes the MLLW on the Atlantic
Ocean and St. Helena Sound to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover,
begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur.  All of Harber Spit to MLLW is
included.

Unit SC-14:  Caper’s Island. 238 ha (589 ac) in Beaufort County.  
Most of this unit is privately owned.  This unit includes the southern-most 4.5 km (2.8 mi)

along the Atlantic Coast shoreline of Little Caper’s Island beginning at MLLW on south side of
the inlet (un-named).  It includes the MLLW on the Atlantic Ocean shoreline to where densely
vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements no
longer occur.

Unit SC-15:  Hilton Head. 43 ha (106 ac) in Beaufort County.  
The majority of this unit is State-owned.  This unit includes the northeastern tip (Atlantic

Ocean side) of Hilton Head Island and all of Joiner Bank.  It begins at the shoreline east of
northern Planters Row and ends at the shoreline east of Donax Road.  It includes the MLLW of
Port Royal Sound and the Atlantic Ocean to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the
piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur.  All of Joiner Bank to
MLLW is included. 


